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1. Chester - William Billings 
Jon Wells—Professor of Afroamerican and African Studies, University of Michigan
Childhood Reading, Then and Now

2. Washington's March - Philip Phile
Kevin J. Hayes—Emeritus Professor of English, University of Central Oklahoma
The Forgotten Folk Books of the Early Presidents

3. Hail Columbia (The President's March) - Philip Phile 
Alisa Clapp-Itnyre—Professor of English, Indiana University East
Fanny Crosby: Friend of Presidents
Performs “To Thine Be the Glory,” “Blessed Assurance”

4. Battle Cry of Freedom - George Root
Leslie Stainton—Author, Staging Ground: An American Theater and Its Ghosts
Elizabeth Goodenough interviews Harriet Lane on “Jimmy” Buchanan
David Choberka—Mellon Foundation Curator for University Learning and Programs, UMMA
Reading in the Dark with Young Lincoln

1. The Washington Post March  -  John Philip Sousa
Andrew O’Malley—Professor, Toronto Metropolitan University

2. Robinson Crusoe as Exemplar for the Young

3. God Bless America - Irving Berlin
Marilynn Olson—Distinguished Professor Emerita of English, Texas State University
Billy Whiskers and JFK

4. My Country ‘Tis of Thee - Traditional
John Woodford—Editor, Michigan Today, Retired
The Men Who Would be President
Stephen Meyer—Professor of Musicology, University of Cincinnati, College-Conservatory 
of Music
The Robe, Postwar Christianity, and the Epic Imagination

10:00am | Welcome: Jim Leija—Acting Director, University of 
Michigan Museum of Art

Jason Fettig—Professor of Music and Director of Bands, 
University of Michigan, Conducting SMTD Students:
Whitney Corpany (trumpet) | Dave Kim (clarinet) | Donald 
Schweikert (bassoon) | Samuel Sidorowicz (horn) | Benjamin 
Vargas (tuba)

POP-UP Exhibit: Favorite books and sheet music from What the 
Presidents Read: Childhood Stories and Family Favorites

1:30pm | Welcome from Catherine Badgley—Director, LSA 
Residential College and Paul Erickson

Kevin J. Hayes—Emeritus Professor of English, University of 
Central Oklahoma | Mark W. Graham—Chair and Professor of 
History, Grove City College
In Conversation with Co-Editors and Contributors

RC Student videos from Democracy & Debate Theme Semester 

LSA Residential College

University of Michigan Museum of Art 

University of Michigan William L. Clements Library

University of Michigan Department of English

5:45 | Welcome, Elizabeth Goodenough, Mirelle Luecke—
Supervisory Curator, Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum

5:50 | Marilynn Olson—Distinguished Professor Emerita of English, 
Texas State University
Boys Not So Different From Me: Gerald Ford and Horatio Alger

6:00 | James G. Leaf—Co-Founder, Ferdinand Alliance
NO SISSIES ALLOWED: Qualifications for US Presidency

6:10 | Alex Nguyen—U-M Class of 2025
The Dream of America: Gerald Ford and The Fall of Saigon

6:15 | Cristina Gonzales—U-M Class of 2023
Performs “America, the Beautiful”

6:30 | Private Tours of the Ford Library

Break (10:45-11am)

Paul Erickson—Director of William L. Clements Library
Welcome to Afternoon at the Reading Room

Feb 17 | 10-12pm
University of Michigan Museum of Art (UMMA)

Feb 17 | 1-4pm
Clements Library Open House

Feb 18 | 5:30-7:30pm
Gerald R. Ford Library | Reception
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